
This is the second public meeting and presentation for the Southside Park master plan. Since the previous meeting was 

held on 3-13-2017, the design team has been busy receiving and incorporating feedback for the final proposal which is 

presented tonight. The purpose of this presentation is to receive community input before the final proposal is presented 

to the Parks Board on May 8th. Following this meeting, all presentation materials will be uploaded and available for 

review on the Mandan Parks District website.
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At this presentation, we will be reviewing some of the feedback that was received from the community on the initial 

three concepts presented on 3-13. We will also provide an overview of the updated concept which reflects some of the 

preferred amenities of the plan. We will also take time to review the specific concept revisions which were addressed 

and share additionally images of amenities which could be implemented as the park is further developed. Finally, we will 

share preliminary cost estimate information for the improvements that are being considered– with the understanding 

that these are very preliminary in nature but that they are helpful to convey to the public as additional improvements are 

planned.
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At the 3-13 meeting, three preliminary concepts were presented to the public. Each of these concepts took a very different approach in how 

to address the programmatic features of the site. The first of these concepts, Option A, considered an alternative for re-locating Memorial 

Ballfield and re-building an entirely new facility. Given the current condition of the facility and the numerous improvements that would be 

required, this concept could potentially make a lot of sense. However, it would require the closure of 8th Ave. SW, which could increase the 

overall cost of this approach. Additionally, the existing location of Memorial Ballfield would be re-purposed to accommodate expanded 

parking areas and a neighborhood park. Lights would be added to the south softball fields to increase playing times and capacity.
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Option B illustrated an approach where Memorial Ballfield would remain in its current location– with the intent that it would be remodeled and 

improved to address current capacity concerns and dated facilities. In this concept, 8th avenue remains open and the current Faris Field location 

has been re-developed to accommodate three new youth fields. The tennis courts would also be redeveloped in their current location and a 

shared parking area would be developed just south of the Public Works facility. The existing youth field, located south of Memorial and north of 

the JV field, would be removed and repurposed as centralized, shared parking for all fields. In total, this concept adds two new youth ball 

diamonds, increases parking, maintains space for the tennis courts, and reserves space for future expansion of programmatic needs.
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Option C was developed as somewhat of a hybrid between Option A and B. This concept proposes the renovation of the current Memorial 

Ballfield, and re-introduces the idea of closing 8th Ave. SW to accommodate four youth ball diamonds. Many of the same shared parking areas 

are maintained, as in the previous options, and a neighborhood park is also proposed just north of the existing JV field.
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In an effort to receive as much community input as possible, a survey was made available for residents and stakeholders to weigh on each 

of the three options which were presented on 3-13. Quite a bit of feedback was received, and it’s important to share this information this 

evening, in order to help provide insight into the direction of the final proposed plan. The short survey asked specific feedback, regarding 

which concept was most preferred out of the three, and most respondents indicated Concept B (which includes renovating Memorial 

Ballfield and adding additional youth fields with shared parking areas) as the most supported approach.
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We followed-up with a question inquiring why the preferred option was selected. Many respondents indicated that Concept B was most preferred 

due to the idea that the history of Memorial Ballfield could remain, increased parking was provided, more youth diamonds were included and that 

it provided a maximized amount of use for the space as a whole.
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On a similar note, we also asked for feedback on the least preferred option of the three. A large majority of responses 

indicated that Concept A was least preferred– significantly more so than Options B or C.

8



When specifically asked which attributes of Option A were least preferred, survey responses indicated that the idea of relocating 

Memorial Ballfield was a high factor, along with closing 8th Ave SW. While the efficiency that could be gained by providing new venues 

was perceived as beneficial, the increased cost outweighed the overall support for this approach.
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In order to follow-up on additional amenities, which could be desirable in the final plan, we received input on the overall ranking of 

programmatic attributes which could be included with the project. Overall, playgrounds and splash pad areas were indicated as being 

beneficial to the park. Paved parking was also perceived as being a preferred amenity, while walking trails and tennis courts rounded out the 

top 5.
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Finally, the survey also asked respondents to provide additional input on amenities that the community might like to see incorporated into 

the park. Many responses were received and support was indicated for a youth softball field (to provide additional playing opportunities for 

the community), as well as expanded restroom areas, picnic shelters, open grass areas, public (pay) batting cages and increased landscaping 

to enhance the overall aesthetic qualities of the complex.
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Overall feedback that was received at the 3-13 meeting and through the community input surveys indicated the most support for Option B–

which proposes renovations to the existing Memorial Ballfield, the addition of three new youth fields at the current Faris Field, tennis courts 

and park expansion to the west, and the removal of one youth field for centralized parking.
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However, there were also some attributes of Option C, which were preferred and considered for implementation into the final proposed 

concept. Many respondents indicted support for a centralized green space within the park, which could be developed with recreational 

amenities such as playgrounds, a splash pad and picnic pavilion. Additionally, the existing Faris Field grandstand infrastructure (water/sewer 

access) could be maintained and repurposed for a new restroom area to serve the youth diamonds in this region. These are attributes which 

the design team incorporated into the final preferred concept.
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The final concept proposal for the Southside Park master plan includes many attributes of the preferred concept B, but also includes some of the features which 

were supported from Concept C– namely the centrally-located neighborhood park space and the re-use of the existing Faris Field grandstand infrastructure. 

Overall the final proposed concept provides space for expansion of two additional youth baseball fields (215-220’ centerfield distance), one youth softball field 

(230-250’ centerfield distance, which could also address multi-purpose/baseball needs), renovation of the existing Memorial Ballfield and stadium, space for 

additional tennis courts (west of the new youth baseball fields), and space reserved for future programmatic needs– to be determined by the Mandan Parks and 

Recreation District as the community continues to grow. The youth baseball field, directly north of the JV field, has been replaced with a centralized parking area 

and neighborhood park– which also provides an east/west vehicular connection just south of Memorial Ballfield (indicated by the red dashed line). Roughly 900 

designated parking stalls have been included within this proposal, as an effort to help provide a distinct separation between pedestrian and vehicular traffic. Due 

to the numerous tournaments and activity which occurs at the park during the summer months, it is anticipated that these collective areas will provide more 

than adequate parking and could be phased in over time– as development occurs. It is also feasible that not all of these parking areas may be needed, and could 

be re-utilized for additional green space development, if required.
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Stormwater mitigation is a primary concern of the master plan. Due to the flat terrain of the site, and surrounding neighborhoods, stormwater 

inundation most currently concentrate within the regions of Faris Field, the intersection of 7th Ave. SW & 5th Ave., and the parking area west of 

Memorial Ballfield (indicated in blue). Understanding that below-grade stormwater infrastructure can be a significant financial investment, the 

master plan has allocated green space areas which could be utilized for stormwater detention. These areas have been located along perimeter 

spaces and away from primary areas of activity. The City of Mandan is currently working to develop a Stormwater Master plan for the 

community, and the Southside Park is one of the primary areas of concern which will be studied and addressed. It is expected that these 

stormwater detention areas will compliment the final recommendations of the stormwater master plan for this area.
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Surface detention ponds have been proposed throughout strategic locations within the park. It is expected that, not only will these green 

spaces help to relieve stormwater flow, but that they may also serve as an attractive visual attribute to the site. The use of stormwater 

bioswales is highly recommended, and example photos of this type of application have been provided at right. Bioswales function very 

similarly to a traditional ditch or culvert– with the exception that they are supplemented by a specific soil mixture to facilitate percolation 

and also planted with vegetation (such as river birch, sedge, dogwood, and other water-loving plant varieties) to help absorb the excess 

stormwater in a timely and efficient manner.
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Many of these bioswales may also be developed in conjunction with pedestrian trails and parking areas. The inclusion of bioswales within 

parking lots helps to eliminate the need for curb & gutter, as stormwater may be surface-flowed into the bioswale detention areas. Water-

loving plantings will help to supplement the performance of these areas as well as to provide a unique and visually-pleasing aesthetic to the 

park.
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In order to help visually convey how the park may look once development is in progress, the following images have been assembled to 

illustrate the design. This current view provides a look at the space which is currently the location of the Faris Field grandstand. Looking 

toward the east, the rendering helps to illustrate both the visual and physical pedestrian connections from the youth baseball fields to the 

fields located on the east side of the park. 18



As previously mentioned, bioswales/bio-detention areas have been proposed along the perimeter of proposed field locations– away from 

major hubs of activity. These detention areas will help to address stormwater issues as well as to enhance the visual aesthetic of the 

complex. The view illustrated above provides an example of what this area (circled in yellow) might look like once final development has 

been completed.
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This image also depicts the pedestrian connections and stormwater mitigation measures that can be implemented as development occurs 

within the park. As this perspective conveys the view looking toward the west, pedestrian connections are clearly visible to the additional 

park and tennis amenities that could be developed across 8th Ave. SW.
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This final aerial perspective of the new youth fields helps depict the overall connectivity to the surrounding site and adjacent neighborhoods. 

Pedestrian access has been clearly established through the combined use of paved and unpaved trails, while vehicles have a clearly defined 

parking area which separates them from pedestrian conflict. Adjacent streets tie in with existing entrances into the site from the north, and bio-

detention areas have been set aside in green space areas to help mitigate stormwater.
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The final concept for the master plan proposal includes removing one of the existing youth fields and replacing it with a 

centralized parking area, community park and east/west vehicular access (as indicated by the red dashed line).
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Taking a closer look at the central portion of the site, there are several amenities, which have been proposed, that will better facilitate many of the activities of the 
park. A centralized parking area with an east/west access drive has been provided for greater vehicular circulation throughout. A parking lot, with capacity for up 
to 280 vehicles, has been centrally located for the use of Memorial Ballfield, the JV field, youth fields and the softball fields to the east. Early feedback on this 
concept indicated some concern for foul balls that may impact vehicles within this parking lot. With this idea in mind, a green space buffer has been added to the 
south side of Memorial Ballfield, which may a good spot to locate future public (pay) batting cages. Additionally, on the south side of this parking area, a 
neighborhood park has been located which will help expand the recreational opportunities for the parents and families who frequent the park. Within this area, a 
new playground, splash pad and park pavilion may be located and large open lawns will help to facilitate families and team activities which occur. Pedestrian trails 
provide direct access from the softball fields on the east to the youth diamonds that are located in this area, and also connect into more than 1 mile of perimeter 
pedestrian trails that loop throughout the site. Similarly to other areas of the plan, open green spaces have also been designated and reserved for bioswale 
detention opportunities.
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In order to provide a better idea of how this space might come together, additional renderings have been assembled to convey the proposed 

design of this space. This perspective illustrates a potential view (looking southeast) of the baseball-themed playground and splash pad that could 

be developed within this vicinity. Building up on the storied legacy of the park, the baseball-themes of these amenities will help to further 

establish an identity for the Southside Park.
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These images help provide some examples of the baseball-themed play features which could be integrated into the neighborhood park to 

help establish a ‘sense of place’ for the site. These amenities can certainly be phased in as the park is developed, and may provide a potential 

sponsorship opportunity for local organizations or notable alumni from the area.
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Looking toward the northeast from this space, the physical connection between the youth fields, park amenities, parking areas and 

softball field can be identified. 
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The Southside Park has a notable history which can also be integrated into the future development of the site. During the 1930s, the Civilian Conservation 
Corps erected a community pavilion at this location, and a remnant of the chimney continues to exist, just south of Memorial Ballfield. It is recommended 
that this chimney structure be re-built and maintained within the neighborhood park area, and that another pavilion be constructed in the green space 
adjacent to it– which could serve as a new iteration of the former structure originally in this place (indicated by the red rectangle).

27



This photos is an example of a similar pavilion constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps. It is 

anticipated that a comparable structure would be a notable feature of the park and could provide 

additional gathering spaces for the community and sports teams who utilize the complex.
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One of the current challenges of the Southside Park, is that connectivity between the softball/baseball fields on the east side is difficult for 
pedestrians who are looking to have access in other areas of the site. As the final master plan proposal was developed, it was important to 
provide as many opportunities for pedestrian trails as possible. This rendering helps to illustrate how a combination of paved and unpaved 
pedestrian trails (10’ wide) would provide access throughout the site. Additionally, more than 1 mile of perimeter trails would also be 
established– which could help tie into the surrounding neighborhoods and adjacent trail networks. 29



In order to provide the community with as much information as possible, the design team has been compiling very preliminary cost estimates to help convey the 

scale of investment it may require to fully develop the Southside Park. It is not intended that all development would occur at once but, rather, would be 

implemented over the course of several years– if not decades. The preliminary numbers that have been assembled at this stage in the planning process serve only 

to define the big picture potential investment of the master plan. 
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As the design team works with the Mandan Parks and Recreation District to finalize the plan, they will continue to incorporate community feedback 

as it is received. It is anticipated that the final presentation of the master plan report will be provided at the May 8th Parks Board meeting, at which 

time the study will officially turned over to the commissioners. It is the intent that this master plan will serve as a general guide which will help lay 

the ground work for how the park is developed in the future--it is not intended to serve as a detailed design document. As the Mandan Parks and 

Recreation District identifies priorities and “next steps” for implementation, detailed designs for the various improvements (outlined in this plan) will 

be assembled accordingly.
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